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Mayftra, Mayuras'ataka.
i, Bhaktamarastotra,
Bhartn'hari, died 650 ( I-tsing ). Jaydditya, ( K&s'ik2i ), died 660 ( I-tsing ). Brahmagupta, born 598.
" Though some of the links," observes Prof. Max Muller* " in this chronological system are still doubtful, the belief in the existence of a Vikrainaditya in the first century B. C. may now be accounted for, while his real existence in the sixth century admits of little doubt. "
And. this statement which the learned Professor has based upon Dr. Fergusson7s theory has now been proved by Dr. Fleet's discovery of Mandasor Inscriptions to be vague and unfounded, and thus it does not, in our opinion, at all deserve any historical credence.
Again some antiquarians hold that c the Hindu tradition, which makes Kdlidasa contemporary with Vikramaditya, the supposed founder of the era commencing in B. C. 57, does not help us towards the solution of the problem because the earliest inscriptions mentioning this era, which have been discovered in Malava, speak of it as the Malava era or the era of the Malavas and do not connect it with Vikramaditya as its founder.' Now Dr. Fleet, as mentioned before, from the dates of his Mandasbr inscriptions, has with the astronomical calculations, conclusively proved the Samvat or Sam era to be no other than the Malar a Samcat or Milavakdla. *
It will also be remembered that the Samvat era aad "the Malava Samvat were originally one and the same eras and were not considered as two different periods or the eras. Dr. Fleet by actual computation has proved it to be one and the same, whether its founder was VikramMitya or not is a question by itself.
See pages 58-60  of this Introduction*